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SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR TDFNTIFYTNG HAND TOOT .ft 

Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to a color coded identification system and method 
for identifying a hand tool. 

Background of the Invention 

Hand tools having a handle and an operative member; i.e., a blade, often look 
similar even though they may be of different sizes and have operative members with 
different characteristics. 

One type of hand tool includes a handle and an operative member which is a 
substantially flat blade. These hand tools are widely used for caulking, spreading, as 
well as scraping jobs and are commonly referred to as putty knives. Due in large part to 
different blade flexibility, putty knives are designed to do different jobs. A user makes 
a selection of a putty knife based on the type of job. For example, if the blade is very 
flexible, it can be used for spreading materials like light weight drywall compound and 
spackle; if the blade is somewhat flexible, it can be used for caulking, drywall mud, 
window putty and other compound spreading, and easier scraping jobs; if the blade is 
stiff, it can be used for heavy scraping jobs. Since putty knives look the same from the 
handle and from the blade itself, it is often difficult to readily identify the proper type of 
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putty knife. For example, a user may stop working and randomly test different putty 
knives until the putty knife with the right blade flexibility is selected. Also, when a 
purchaser wants to purchase a putty knife with the right blade flexibility to do a certain 
job, the purchaser often needs to examine the putty knife and read the description very 
closely before making a decision. Even then, the purchaser may not know which type of 
putty knife is appropriate for the job to be done. 

There is a need for an improved identification system for identifying hand tool 
types. The present invention provides a color coded identification system for 
identifying hand tool types. 

Although the use of identification systems such as color coding have been used 
and known in the electronic industry for the coding of electrical resistors and capacitors, 
and in the field of identifying size markings, the use of the identification system 
provided by the present invention represents a novel system and method for identifying 
the hand tool type. 

Summary of the Invention 

The invention provides a color coded identification system and method for 
identifying a hand tool having a handle and an operative member. 



In one embodiment of the invention, the handle includes a first portion with a 
color chosen from a first group of colors indicating an operating characteristic of the 
operative member. 

In one embodiment, the operating characteristic indicated is blade flexibility. In 
yet another embodiment, the operating characteristic indicated is blade flexibility and 
blade composition, e.g., carbon steel, stainless steel, etc. 

In one embodiment, the invention also provides a color coded identification 
system for identifying a hand tool having a handle and an operative member. The 
handle includes a first integrally molded member dyed with a color chosen from a first 
group of colors indicating an operating characteristic of the operative member, and a 
second integrally molded member covering the first member of the handle and having at 
least one window to show the first member. The operative member is connected with 
the handle and has the operating characteristic as indicated by the color of the first 
member. 

In one embodiment of the present invention, a color coded identification system 
for identifying a putty knife having a handle and a blade comprises a point of sale chart 
defining flexibility of the blade by use of a first group of colors. The handle includes a 
first portion with a color chosen from the first group of colors indicating the blade 
flexibility. A label is disposed onto the blade and has an icon illustrating a portion of 
the putty knife in the same color as the color of the first portion of the handle. 



Further in one embodiment of the present invention, the point of sale chart also 
includes a second group of colors to define the handle size. 

Still in one embodiment of the present invention, the handle further includes a 
second portion with a color chosen from a second group of colors indicating the handle 
size. 

Still in one embodiment of the present invention, the handle further includes a 
second portion covering the first portion with a color chosen from the second group of 
colors indicating the handle size, and the second portion has at least one window to 
show the color of the first portion. 

Still in one embodiment of the present invention, the label is a self adhering 
label having a background color the same as the first portion with indicia illustrating the 
blade flexibility. 

Still in one embodiment of the present invention, the point of sale chart further 
shows corresponding function for each color defined in the chart. 

By using the color coding identification system of the present invention, the user 
can easily identify the appropriate putty knife for the job to be done. 

A variety of additional advantages of the invention will be set forth in part in the 

description which follows, and in part will be obvious from the description, or may be 

learned by practice of the invention. The advantages of the invention will be realized 

and attained by means of the elements and combinations particularly pointed out in the 
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claims. It is to be understood that both the foregoing general description and the 
following detailed description are exemplary and explanatory only and are not 
restrictive of the invention as claimed. 



5 Brief Description of the Drawing 

Fig. 1 is an embodiment of a chart in accordance with the principles of the 
present invention showing a blade flexibility by use of a first group of colors and a 
handle size by use of a second group of colors 

Fig. 2 shows a standard putty knife according to one embodiment of the present 
1 0 invention with a label on the blade. 

Fig. 3 shows an integrally molded core member of a handle of a putty knife 
according to one embodiment of the present invention. 

Fig. 4 shows an integrally molded outer member of a handle of a putty knife 
according to one embodiment of the present invention. 

1 5 Fig. 5 shows an extra-large putty knife having a stiff blade according to one 

embodiment of the present invention. 
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Detailed Description of th e Preferred Embodiment 



The invention provides a color coded identification system for identifying a hand 
tool (such as a putty knife), including a handle and an operative member suitably 
connected to the handle. In one embodiment, the handle of the hand tool has a first 
5 portion with a color chosen from a first group of colors indicating an operating 

characteristic of the operative member. Thus, by looking at the handle, one can easily 
select a hand tool having an operating characteristic suitable to do the certain type of 
job. In yet another embodiment, the color of the first portion might also indicate the 
composition of the blade. In yet another embodiment, the handle of the hand tool has a 
1 0 second portion with a color chosen from a second group of colors indicating handle size. 

Referring now to the drawings, Fig. 1 illustrates an embodiment of a color coded 
chart 10 in accordance with the principles of the present invention. In this embodiment, 
the chart 10 indicates different blade flexibility and handle size of a putty knife. The 
blue color 12 represents that the blade flexibility of the putty knife is moderately 

1 5 flexible (referred to as Flex in the chart). The yellow color 1 4 represents that the blade . 
flexibility is very flexible (referred to as Full Flex in the chart). The red color 16 
represents that the blade flexibility is relatively stiff (referred to as Stiff in the chart). 
Generally, a putty knife with a moderately flexible blade can be used for spreading and 
applying; a putty knife with a very flexible blade can be used for applying light weight 

20 materials; and a putty knife with a stiff blade can be used for scraping and removal. 

Further in chart 10, a detailed description of different type of jobs or tasks are listed by 
the width of the blade; e.g., 1 1/4" to 6". The embodiment of the chart 10 shown also 
identifies other tools such as multipurpose tools and bucket openers. 



Furthermore, the chart of Fig. 1 illustrates a standard handle 18 and an extra- 
large (XL) handle 20 which are color coded to indicate handle size. The black color 22 
on handle 1 8 represents that the handle size is standard. The grey color 24 on handle 20 
represents that the handle size is extra-large. It is to be understood that the colors 
representing the blade flexibility and handle size could be varied and that more or less 
gradations of blade flexibility and handle size might be represented. The chart 10 might 
include varied number of colors, for example, having six colors to indicate 
configurations of a putty knife which illustrate composition of the blade such as high 
carbon steel or stainless steel and flexibility of the blade. 

Fig. 2 shows an embodiment of a putty knife 30 of standard size. The putty 
knife 30 includes a handle 32 and a blade 34. The handle 32 includes an integrally 
molded core member 35 which is dyed with an appropriate color according to chart 10 
to indicate the blade flexibility, and an integrally molded outer member 38 which covers 
the core member 35 and has a window 36 as shown in Fig. 2 to expose the color of the 
core member 35. The integrally molded core member 35 can be made of polypropylene 
plastic, and the integrally molded outer member 3 8 can be made of thermo plastic 
elastomer (TPE). The integrally molded core and outer members are suitably bonded 
together. For example, after the core member 35 including a middle raised portion 37 
and a bottom raised portion 39 as shown in Fig. 3 is molded, the outer member 38 
having the window 36 as shown in Fig. 4 is then molded onto or over the core member 
35. During the molding process, the typically high temperatures of the molding process 
cause the two mold members to be bonded together due to chemical bonding at the 
surface of the mold members. In this embodiment, the window 36 exposes the raised 



portion 37 having a certain color, so as to identify the flexibility of the putty knife 30. It 
is understood that the window 36 can be at any position of the handle 32 and the number 
of the windows can be varied. It is also to be understood that the window 36 could be 
used to identify the manufacturer such as to present the company's logo. In one 
embodiment, the outer member 38 is dyed with an appropriate color to indicate handle 
size. In this embodiment, it is dyed in black to indicate that the handle size is standard. 
It will be appreciated that numerous structures and methods other than integrally molded 
and dyed members as described above, might be used to create the first and second 
colored portions. For example, the first and second portions might be painted, comprise 
a color adhesive strip attached to the handle, etc. Also, as shown in Fig. 2, the handle 
32 defines an aperture 40 at the top of the handle for hanging the putty knife. In this 
embodiment, the handle 32 is a comfortable soft grip handle which fits the user's hands 
with no slippage or fatigue. 

The blade 34 is suitably attached to the handle 32. The flexibility of the blade 
34 corresponds to the color of the window 36 in the handle 32. In this embodiment, if 
the window 36 shows blue, the blade is moderately flexible; if the window 36 shows 
yellow, the blade is very flexible; if the window 36 shows red, the blade is stiff. Further 
shown in Fig. 2 is a self adhering label 42 attached onto the blade 34. The label 42 
includes an icon 44 and a box 46 beneath the icon 44. The icon 44 illustrates a portion 
48 of a putty knife in generally the same color as the window 36 of the handle 32. In 
this embodiment, the icon 44 <*nows the putty knife portion 48 in its intended use. The 
box 46 has a background color same as the color of the window 36 with indicia such as 
words 50 on it to illustrate the blade flexibility. Also, as shown in Fig. 2, the words 50 
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might illustrate both the blade flexibility and the composition of the blade. The position 
of the icon 44 and the box 46 could be varied, such as the box 46 might be positioned at 
right side of the icon 44. The label 42 might be in various forms and size, and attached 
onto the blade by various methods. 

Fig. 5 shows an extra-large putty knife 30' having a stiff blade 34'. The putty 
knife 30' includes a handle 32' and a blade 34'. The handle 32' has an integrally molded 
core member 35' covered by an integrally molded outer member 38' with a windows 36' 
to expose the color of the core member 35'. (same material and manufacturing method 
as discussed in Fig. 2) A bottom portion 39' also shows the color of the core member 
35' which indicates the blade flexibility. An aperture 40' is presented at the top of the 
handle for hanging the putty knife 30'. In this embodiment, the outer portion 38: is dyed 
in grey to indicate that the handle size is extra-large. Since the putty knife 30' has a 
stiff blade 34', ribs 41' are provided at the bottom of the handle 32' to further prevent 
hand from slipping when scraping. Further, the stiff blade 34* has a sharp edge (chisel 
edge) 43' at the end of the blade 34' for easy scraping. 

Thus, with the configuration as discussed above, a user or a purchaser can easily 
identify a putty knife by looking at the color of the handle, and select the putty knife 
having the right blade flexibility and handle size to do the certain job. 

It is understood that the handle of the putty knife can have any number of 
different structures and arrangements for color coding a first portion to indicate the 
blade flexibility. Also, the handle of the putty knife might include a second portion 
having a color to indicate handle size. Further, the putty knife might be color coded to 



indicate the composition of the blades such as high carbon steel or stainless steel. In 
addition, a hammer cap might be added at the top of the handle. 

The above description illustrates an embodiment of a color coded identification 
system for identifying a putty knife. It should be understood that the present color 
coded identification system can be used for identifying a hand tool. 

The foregoing description of the preferred embodiment of the invention has been 
presented for the purposes of illustration and description. It is not intended to be 
exhaustive or to limit the invention to the precise form disclosed. Many modifications 
and variations are possible in light of the above teaching. It is intended that the scope of 
the invention be limited not by this detailed description, but rather by the claims 
appended hereto. In particular, it should be understood that different colors could be 
assigned to indicate the blade flexibility and the handle size. 
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